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Can one call such a home a castle or peace and a tabernacle of virtue? From such a family will
we get people with character, exemplary Catholics and law-abiding citizens? Considering these
situations should we be surprised that the sanctity and indissolubility of marriage is disappearing? That
the bug of divorce is gnawing at, undercutting and biting through the unity and stability of the bonds of
marriage? That the waves of divorce are getting higher flooding the people with a flood of tears, filth,
suffering and transgressions. The sad and painful incidents which in our times fill the columns of the
American newspapers should be a warning and an example of how low people can fall, lower than the
level of an animal, once they lose the moral sense and their faith in the supernatural ideals of marriage
and family life. This is an obvious truth, confirmed by the experience of all peoples of all ages that the
vigor, safety and prosperity of nations and states depend above all on the bodily and moral health of the
family.

Since the source, root and basis of the family is marriage, then in reality, whatever the marriage
is like, such is the family, such is society and such is the nation. Since the health, the power and the
happiness of society depends more on the sanctity of marriage and the family rather than on the level of
their education, prosperity and armed forces, and since the loosening of the marriage bond and the
degeneration of the family drags after it the decay and the loss of the nation, it would be reasonable to
expect that everyone exert their abilities and their efforts to strengthen the permanence of the bonds of
marriage in order to preserve the sanctity of the family hearth.

Meanwhile, we are the witnesses of all of the efforts to tear marriage away from the character
of sanctity, stability, unity and indissolubility. They want to substitute the religious vows with worldly
ceremonies and they want to cure, move away or erase all of the faults, misunderstandings,
responsibilities and marital burdens by means of divorce.

The supporters or apostles and adherents of worldly marriages and divorces, knowingly or
unknowingly are headed for the removal of God from the arena of married and family life. In a word,
they want to secularize, to ruin every bond linking the creature with the Creator.

In the secular press as also in the press of many confessions, articles are appearing written by
laity as well as spiritual leaders, insisting that Christian marriage, they call it a church marriage, is an
institution of ancient Biblical times which is obsolete and excessively limits the personal freedom of the
individuals.

It is now high time that in the mind and in agreement with the progress of time and the
education of the people, once and for all to shake off the yoke of hard Christianity and create a new
marriage legislation that is pure worldly with laws allowing for possibly easier and comfortable divorces
through which people recover their unhampered freedom as a person and a citizen.

That such opinions and views flow from the lips of people of other faiths and from non-believers
should not amaze us, but it is a painful and dangerous thing that these dissolute principles manage to
sway certain Catholics who sway between truth and falsehood as though they didn’t know that on those
points on which God spoke, there is no room for hesitation or wanton discussion or debate.
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Adam, the first man, despite the fact that the Creator placed him in Paradise, despite the fact
that he was the lord of everything that God created, was not completely happy. He lacked
companionship. God Himself verified this when He said, “It is not good for man to be alone. Let us make
him a helper like himself.” After creating Eve, God blessed them saying, “Grow and multiply and fill the
earth and make it subject to you.”

Adam thus recognizing God’s thoughts said, “This is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh.
Therefore, a man shall leave his father and mother and will cling to his wife and they will be two in one
flesh.” This and nothing else is the beginning of marriage. It was instituted directly by God. With the
words, “grow and multiply” the Creator allowed Adam and Eve and all married couples for all times to
participate in His creative powers and He ordered as the main purpose of marriage, to populate heaven
and earth with true worshippers of God and then to help each other in ennobling each other.

With the following words “they will be t wo” and not three or more in one flesh God defined
through Adam’s lips, the essential characteristics of a true marriage: oneness and indissolubility.

On earth, there is nothing more intimate, more permanent than the union of the members of
that same body. Therefore, if two people through the mutual giving of their entire self, and if they fuse
two lives into one life in imitation of a group of members in one body, this bond of theirs must be
irrevocable, inseparable and unbreakable. The main force and permanence of this life bond comes not
from the will of the man, nor from the will of the woman, but above all, from the will of God.

Three will powers and one must remember this well entered into the first marriage in Paradise,
and since then they were to create every next marriage: the most holy will of the Creator, the free will
of the man and the free will of the woman. For this reason, before all else, the Will of God enters and
strengthens the bond of Matrimony; the husband who was going to separate from his wife separates
himself at the same time from God.

Finally, from the words of the Creator as well as from Adam, it follows clearly and distinctly that
marriage, already as a natural agreement to share one’s life, from the very beginning is a holy, religious
institution and is subject to God’s law and to religious authorities and not tc authorities that are purely
secular and secular laws.

Such was the conviction that existed always and everywhere in the souls of people and it was
exactly for that reason that they considered marriage as something higher than a relationship and
contract that is purely natural. They thus surrounded this act of marital agreement with religious
ceremonies and in their prayers and offerings they called upon the blessing of heaven. The bond of
marriage of our first parents in Paradise was to be the example for all the following marriages.

However, with time, on account of the loosening of morals, the peoples’ consciences began to
darken and break as a result of which the knowledge of origin, meaning and the qualities of marriage
began to weaken and disappear.
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Jesus Christ who came in order to repair that which became contaminated and broken, brought
marriage healing, a lifting up and help. Peter Skarga has this to say: ”Christ did not throw out the past
and He did not institute some sort of totally new marriage, but He took what was there and cleansed it
by His teachings from the old molds of multiple marriages and divorces He freed them and led them to
the respectability that existed in the beginning when God set it up.”

Compared to that, what is the meaning of what is so generally proposed today, as free love?
That roaring free love opposes the nature of marriage; the marriage agreement is not only a consent of
the participating man and woman, comparatively husband and wife, but there are certain natural
conditions of agreement on which marriage depends and which are not liable to free choice and private
decisions of those who are entering into the bonds of marriage.

Nobody can be forced to enter this union. The choice of the person with whom this contract is
made, must always be unconditionally free, but when it is closed, the individuals making this marriage
contract must, | repeat, they must accept all of the natural conditions which result from the very nature
of marriage, it is not permitted to change them or abolish them according to one’s pleasure.

The expressions of young people that “I am getting married for myself” is empty, groundless and
without any content. A marriage contract involves and refers to not only the marrying couple, but to
God, the Church and society. That is precisely why marriage is secured by unity, stability and
indissolubility which basically excludes all agreements, opinions, arrangements and private contracts.

That’s enough for today. In my next talk | will finish the talk on marriage. | end with the
reminder: “What God has joined together, let no man put asunder.”
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March 16, 1952
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

In these times there is an unusual amount of things on our daily schedule. All of this is being
written up in the newspapers, commentators discuss these on the radio, scholarly professionals debate
them and [professors at universities analyze them.

For example, today, who doesn’t talk about the atom bomb? Who isn’t fascinated by the miracle
of television? Who doesn’t follow the advances in medicine or the technique of the new rocket planes,
and so on?

However, all of this lies within the domain of modern techniques, which move ahead not with
the speed of a Goliath, but speeds ahead like lightning. Like all of that, | doubt very much whether these
matters are discussed and written about more widely than the topic of that institution that is both
divine and natural, namely marriage.

Human minds and that of almost all people without exception the young, the fully mature and
those who are much older, the learned and the simple, the believers of every religion along with the
non-believers and the atheists. The views, convictions and opinions of people do not stop on this main
topic but extend to the matters and results of marriages flowing mainly to free love, to divorce, to
artificial birth control and to euthanasia or the so-called mercy killing which is advocated today not only
by certain doctors, but also surprisingly, by certain pastors and rabbi.

On one side stands the Catholic Church and Catholics who maintain that marriage is not only a
contract but, at the same time it is an indissoluble sacrament; they condemn divorce, free love, birth
control and euthanasia as sins against the dignity, the nobility and the value of a human being. They
insist that these actions destroy the purpose of marriage and reduce a human being to the level of an
animal without intelligence and free will.

Catholics, based on the teachings of Christ reject divorce and do not recognize civil vows as valid
for Catholics. They unanimously reject disgusting artificial birth control and the brutally barbaric
euthanasia or the murder of old people, the sick and the feeble.

Among the ranks of those defending divorce, free love, birth control and euthanasia are the
representatives of various non-Catholic beliefs, people who are religiously indifferent and atheists. With
them are disappointed men, timid men, wives who are seeking sensations and others who consider the
marriage agreement as a business transaction which is broken at the first misunderstanding and at the
first angry spat.

Among the adherents of divorce, free love and all other vile theories, we always have a group of
self-styled intellectuals who follow novelties, look for fame and applause by becoming the advocates,
protectors and infallible judges of every invention which opposes God and God'’s law. Defending
divorces, free love, the use of artificial birth control and mercy killing, they do this in the name
humanitarianism, or for the good and happiness of man.
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The general, noisy argument they use is more or less such: “The Catholic Church lives in the past
and not in the present age. It is not vital. It is too hard. It must bend more and adapt to today’s modern
progressive outlooks concerning customs and practices. Otherwise, more and more people will turn
away from the hard, unbearable principles of the Church.” Having all this before our eyes, | offer today’s
talk, entitled:

WHATEVER GOD HAS JOINED, LET NO MAN TEAR ASUNDER

From all sides, the calls and complaints are constantly growing louder that things are not only
bad, but that everything is getting worse on this earth; worse in every way. The greatest evil is the fall in
morality which does not foretell anything good for the future. In private, social and public life,
dishonesty and laziness is prevalent and the greed for usage and hard egoism is unchecked.

Thus in these present times, entire crowds are seeking their personal comforts, scrupulously
searching the satisfaction of their whims at the cost of their neighbors and society. They do not
recognize the need of any kind of mortification or sacrifice. Under the pressure of these offenses, the
bonds of marriage, of family, of society and of the nation are loosened. Thus, a total break-down
threatens humanity.

Where is the cause of all of this? the disappearance of family life. History clearly stresses this sad
fact. As soon as families began to fall apart and the home virtues began to disappear, a quick falling
apart of societies and nations followed. Here is shown the tight connection between the family and
society.

Marian Pilarski writes: “Young people growing up will only be as morally healthy as he receives a
good upbringing in his family. Wherever one finds a beautiful character, one can be certain that he grew
up within an honest family. The opposite rings true — Almost all of the black sheep of society did not
receive a good upbringing in their home during their early years.”

Because of the great importance of the family, God surrounded the family with special care. He
poured into the human heart a family instinct due to which a person, in all phases of his life feels best in
the heart of the family. A newborn infant needs tender and continuous care which only the tender love
of mother can provide. The age of a child demands constant vigilance from the side of his educators and
the formation of the child’s character, a lot of understanding and mutual trust. Who can expend so
much sacrifice if not the hearts of loving parents?

In mature years the family instinct is shown in the form of love which inclines a man and woman
to unite in marriage. For the two of them, this newly established family becomes a source of happiness
and most noble joy.

The husband is happy that he is working not only for himself, but for his beloved wife and their
children. He begins to value his work more and to do his work more conscientiously, and the knowledge
of a job well done causes him new joy. Because he feels responsible for the entirety and the prosperity
of his family, he turns a very cautious eye on his own behavior.
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The wife again finds the purpose of her life in the family. She is happy that she is a support for
her husband, that after he puts in a full day’s work, she can assure him rest at the family hearth. As a
mother, she received a great assignment from God to fulfill — to bring up children in the love of God and
neighbor.

Wanting to assure the family a successful and lasting development, the Creator did not stop at
instilling in people’s hearts a family instinct, but He guaranteed it with His fixed law that is unchangeable
by instituting marriage, or the unbreakable bond between a man and a woman, for the purpose of
giving birth to and raising up progeny. This is a detailed description of the first wedding on earth.

The Lord said: “It is not good for man to be alone. Let us make a suitable partner for him. The
Lord God cast a deep sleep on the man, and while he was asleep, He took out one of his ribs and closed
up its place with flesh. The Lord God then built up into a woman, the rib He had taken from the man,
and brought her to Adam. Then Adam said. ‘This one is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one
shall be called woman for out of her man she has been taken’. That is why a man leaves his father and
his mother and clings to his wife and the two of them become one body.”

| call attention to the close unity between the wedded couple: “And the man leaves his father
and his mother,” also on the indissolubility of that unity: “They will be two in one flesh.”

In Canon 1013 of Church Law | read: “The main purpose of marriage is to give birth to and raise
up children. The second purpose is to be of mutual help and remedy for the desires of the flesh.” We
therefore rightly call Matrimony a hold"alliance, since it has a holy purpose. Namely, it is called to work
together with the Church in spreading supernatural life on earth. For God decided that the marriage
bond of Christians is to imitate the close unity that exists between Christ and the Church, it must be the
visible picture of the invisible , mysterious, but despite that, of the actual union of Christ with the
Church.

This made the Apostle exclaim: “Just as the Church is subject to Christ, so too, must wives be
subject to their husbands in everything. . .Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the Church. .
This is a great sacrament. | speak in Christ and in the Church.

Pope Pius XI expresses himself in the same way in an encyclical: “Christian marriage is the most
perfect picture of the unity that exists between Christ and the Church.” Jesus Christ raised marriage
between Christians to the dignity of a sacrament. This means that He made marriage a sign and source
of separate interior graces through which He perfected natural love, strengthened their unbreakable
unity and sanctified this married couple.

The essence of the sacrament is so closely united with Christian marriage that among the
faithful there cannot be a true marriage if it weren’t this same sacrament. This sacrament not only
increases sanctifying grace, but also bestows other gifts, good inspirations, increases and perfects
natural strengths so that the married couple not only understand the entire importance of the married
state, its duties and its purpose, but they are sincerely disposed to them, they become desirous of them
and turn this into action. Such is the teaching of Holy Scripture, such is the immovable, general tradition
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of the Church such was the solemn definition of the Council of Trent that the unbroken bond of
marriage, along with the unity and power comes from God its Creator.

Through many long centuries, and history confirms this, marriage, along with family life was
considered one of the greatest holiness which mankind received from Christ. The 16" century arrived
and gave the world the notorious Martin Luther, and Luther gave the world deformation. He was the
first who with annoyances, accusations and derision smeared the holiness and the indissolubility of
marriage, mixed it with mud and pulled down from the altar all honor and respect. He found crowds of
supporters and followers especially among the barons, princes and German aristocracy. The heads of
the French revolution in 1792, along with the so-called National Convention announced a decree
according to which the marriage contract does not differ in any way from other contracts such as
business contracts and can be broken by a secular court; in other words, they introduced civil vows and
divorce. As a result, there arose such relaxation and corruption, that in 1816 the law was cancelled.

However, in 1884, the atheistic anti-clericalism made an alliance with the French freemasonry
and they declared a furious war against God, the Church and religion and they freed the French nation
from the captivity of Christ by the renewal of civil vows and divorces. The 19" century was a century of
many strikes against the sacramentality and the indissolubility of marriage. And they succeeded since
they had ground prepared in classes for the intelligent through materialistic opinions of life and religion,
plus in the workshops of the working class through the pitiful economic social conditions there that
loosened the bonds of family life.

The spread and development of industry and business caused a violent emigration of people
from the villages to the towns and cities and threw millions of people into the hands of dishonest
capitalists speculating on the helplessness of the mass of workers.

The low wages of the father of a family forced his wife and sometimes even his children, minor
children, to go to work beyond the home. The family hearths were disappearing.

What can be said about modern marriages and about modern families? That they are exemplary
marriages, that they are exemplary and God fearing families — no one is permitted to doubt this. But
why should we enlarge upon this theme when all we have to do is read the daily newspaper especially
the police reports and the details of the divorce process.

Up until a short time ago, marriage and the home had a certain meaning of stability, holiness
and mutual help. The husband and wife were joined together by a chain of gold, silver or at least steel
but not today. Today, they are joined together by a very thin and very weak thread that breaks as easily
as the freshly spun thread of a spider web. The home, not too long ago, was at least a hotel; today it is
barely a restaurant.

Where can we find a family whose members sit at the table together, pray together, spend their
evenings together at home and together go to church? Please don’t explain yourself that modern
conditions today do not allow for that. Such an argument is not worth a pound of hair. Furthermore, if
anyone wishes to strike the dog, he’ll always find a stick.




image5.jpeg
The one and only true answer is that marriage, family and home have lost their sanctity,
meaning, attraction and charm. Before the wedding, he was crazy about her and she was sighing for
him. He was promising her that he would carry her in his arms. She was promising that she would always
keep a clean and orderly home. How long did that last? Before, there were six, eight and more children
and none ever died of hunger. The certain lack of material things taught the children fortitude; brothers
and sisters learned to yield to one another and learned dedication. The children were happy together,
they cried together, they took spankings together and always defended one another. Children were
always considered as gifts from heaven; as treasures.

Today, in the eyes of married couples, an automobile, furniture and decorations are treasures
and a child is considered an obstacle, as a burden, as a hindrance to happiness. They forget that a child
is the cement of marital love.

The general motto of modern married couples is: “We cannot allow for any children. We must
first make a lot of money. We must first pay off our automobile.” As a result of such principles, we have
scores of families without any children or perhaps one son or one daughter or the most two children.
Most often these are pampered individuals who are unruly, stubborn, malicious, egoists whom the
parents serve on their knees and try hard to satisfy their every whim.

Forgive me for dreaming and thus have gone off the subject, but it fills a person with sorrow
when matters are not as they should be, they are not as God wants them to be.

| return now to the modern family, to the modern house, modern in the full sense of the word.
Despite the furniture, all of the carpeting, the many articles that are electric and automatic, in this house
it somehow feels empty, hollow, cold and forbidding. In such a house it feels somehow cramped, close
and uncomfortable. Therefore the children, regardless whether it is a young stripling or a girl in her
teens, or a young man coming of age or a marriageable girl, scarcely swallow their supper over which
they sere sulking and they run off to the homes of their friends with whom they hang out, God only
knows where. The modern mother doesn’t care, the father isn’t interested as to where his children go,
with whom they associate or what they do.

The son enjoys his evenings spent with his girl-friends, regardless of their age, nationality or
faith. The daughter goes out in an automobile for good times with her boy-friends, who often are
gangsters, ex-convicts or lanky degenerates.

The husband and father feels isolated and therefore he heads to a club or tavern; and the
mother? Why she is not any worse. She belongs to several clubs and therefore, it is once for tea, a
second time to play cards and a third time for a party. There is something every evening and every
evening she has somewhere to go.

Who stays at home? The dog and the cat, Bimbo and Bingo stay home. Sometimes at midnight,
sometimes long after midnight, the father, mother, son and daughter return home looking gloomy,
worn out, intoxicated, satiated and quite often fully intoxicated.




